THE HISTORY OF KATHIAWAD

owing to the violent nature of a quarrel then existing
between Morvi and Malia, settlements were finally arrived
at, and the representatives of the British and Gaekwad's
Governments went on towards Nawanagar. Here the
first opportunity presented itself of showing the chiefs of
Kathiawad something of the methods which the British
government intended to use in relation to them* It
happened that when Jam Jasaji, on the death of Meraman
Khawas in A.D. 1800, for the first time became the master
of his State, he showed characteristics in comparison with
which the methods of Meraman Khawas were far prefer-
able. He began at once to oppress his people of every
class, not even sparing his brother Sataji, and encroached
upon his neighbours' territories whenever and wherever
possible. As a result he was soon on the worst terms with
all about him, and numbers of Jadej a kinsmen went into
outlawry against him, leaving their villages depopulated,
and attacking any part of Nawanagar territory where a
blow would be calculated to do most harm. Jadeja
Sataji fled to Jodia, and his request for help against his
tyrannical brother was among the most urgent of those
received by the British.

An instance of Jam Jasaji's policy is afforded by his
dealings with the Kathis. When Meraman Khawas had
died, Wajsur Khachar of Jasdan journeyed to Nawanagar
to congratulate the Jam on his assumption of his rightful
status. He presented his host with a Kathi mare, one
of a breed of horses for which the Kathis had long been
famous. The Jam, however, disapproved of the animal
and returned it to Wajsur Khachar after he had gone back
to Jasdan. The Kathi, being hurt, gave the mare away
to a char an, on hearing which the Jadeja declared he had
been insulted and prepared to march on Jasdan. Wajsur
Khachar accordingly began to make raids into Halar,
but the army from Nawanagar proved too powerful for
him and he fled to Limbdi, and thence to Bhavnagar.
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